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On their way to our planet the sunrays pass through the atmo-
sphere, but they pass through so easily and quickly that they
hardly influence tie temperature of that faithful terrestrial blan-
ket. Then they hit the earth, and the earth stores up the heat
and slowly surrenders part of it to the atmosphere. That fact,

THE SUN HEATING THE EARTH
incidentally, explains why it is so cold on the top of a mountain.
For the higher we get, the less the heat of the earth has been
able to make itself felt. If the sun heated the atmosphere directly
and the atmosphere in its turn heated the earth, it would be just
the other way round and our mountain tops would not be covered
with snow.
And now we come to the most difficult part of the problem.
Air is not just ' air' in our sense of the word.    It has both